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1.0  School Fees

1.1 Philosophy: Many expenses in the operation of schools are beyond the ordinary costs of education. The cost of after school programs may properly be borne by most of the parents and students. 

1.2 Timpanogos Academy’s policy is intended to be in full compliance with state law, with rulings by the courts, and with administrative rules set by the Utah State Office of Education. 

1.3 All fees charged or assessed in connection with any class or school-sponsored or supported activity, shall be set and approved by Timpanogos Academy’s principal and Board and announced in a duly publicized public Board meeting. 

1.3.1 No fee may be charged for any class or activity during the school day in Kindergarten through sixth grade, including assemblies, field trips, and including textbooks.

1.3.2 Student supplies shall be provided for students in Kindergarten through sixth grade.  Donations for consumable supplies may be requested but not required.

1.3.3 A student may be required to replace supplies provided by the school which are lost, wasted, or damaged by the student due to careless or irresponsible behavior.

1.3.4 The fee schedule must be approved by the Board and distributed to all parents/guardians each year.  There will be an opportunity for public input at two Board Meetings. 

1.4 Definitions:

1.4.1 Fee: Any charge, deposit, rental, or other mandatory payment whether in the form of money or goods. A donation is a fee if a student must make a donation in order to participate. 

1.4.2 Waiver: Release from the requirement of payment of a fee and from any provision in lieu of fee payment. (Students who have been granted waivers or provisions in lieu of fee waivers shall not be treated differently from other students or identified to persons who do not need such information.) 

    1.5 Fee Waivers 

1.5.1 Fee waivers are available to the following students: 

1.5.1.1 Students who are in state custody or foster care. 

1.5.1.2 Students receiving Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC). 

1.5.1.3 Students whose families are on Supplemental Security Income (SSI). 

1.5.1.4 Students whose parents/guardians are financially unable to pay because of exceptional financial burdens beyond the family's control. Examples of these would be loss or substantial reduction of income or extraordinary medical expenses. This will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

1.5.2 All fees must be waived for eligible students for any class, program, or activity provided, sponsored, or supported by or through Timpanogos Academy. 

1.5.3 Parents/guardians may be required to present reasonable evidence supporting their claims for fee waiver, but a student may not be required to re-verify eligibility or apply separately for each fee waiver.  

1.5.4 If a family's financial circumstances improve enough during the year that they are no longer eligible for fee waivers, then they will be charged for a proportional share of the fees for the remainder of the school year.

1.5.5 No present or former student may be denied receipt of transcripts or a diploma for failure to pay school fees other than a reasonable charge made to cover the cost of duplicating or mailing. No charge may be made for duplicating or mailing copies of school records 
1.6 Process for collecting fees and verifying eligibility for waivers: 

1.6.1 Timpanogos Academy’s principal or designee will handle applications for fee waivers in a confidential and nondiscriminatory manner. 

1.6.2 All fee payments will be suspended for an applicant until the principal has determined eligibility for fee waivers. 

1.6.3 If a student's family qualifies for waivers, the student will be eligible to receive the waiver of fees.

   1.7 Alternative methods of paying fees: 

1.7.1 If the parent/guardian of an eligible student asks to pay fees in installments instead of having all or part of the fees waived, an alternative method of payment can be arranged:
1.7.1.1 Payment-in-full in installments. 

1.7.1.2 Payment-in-part in installments.

1.7.2 At the parent’s/guardian’s voluntary request, they and their student can discuss the preceding alternatives with the school representative and agree upon which course to take. 

1.8 Procedures in case of disagreements between the school and the parents:

1.8.1 If the waiver is denied and the parents/guardians disagree with the decision, the following procedure should be used: 

1.8.1.1 The school representative will then explain the appeal process. 

1.8.1.2 The parents/guardians fill out the appeal form and submit it to the principal. 

1.8.1.3 The principal shall respond within one week (5 working days). 

1.8.1.4 If the party is not satisfied with the decision or the principal has not responded within one week (5 working days), the appellant may file the appeal with the Board. 
1.8.1.5 The Board shall respond within 30 days. 

1.9 Approved alternatives to fees:

1.9.1 Donations are permissible but all such requests must clearly state that donations are voluntary. 

1.9.2 No student may be excluded from an activity or program because he/she did not make a donation.

2.0  Miscellaneous Activities Outside the School Day
2.0.1 Fees may be charged in connection with any school- sponsored activity, regardless of the age or grade level of the student, if participation is voluntary and does not affect the student’s grade or ability to participate fully in any course taught during the regular school day.  Fees for these items must be approved and are subject to fee waiver.  

